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This, reople, is Norm Stanley's eighth fit of Fan-Tods, which will
be a part of the +twenty-ninth FAPA Mailing enly if by some miracie we
get 1t into Larry Shaw's oapable hands before September 2, 1044, Efty
is dgne by Norm on the diabolic duplicator, lecated at 434 Broad Strest,
Rockland, Maine.
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NFSsions; Lack of time it is that makes efty~eight such 2 regrattably
ho trun dat (2)7!)) abbreviated issue, Of aourse my customary
dallying ~(I'm the dilly of the dally, yknow) had something to do with
creating this temporal inadequacy, but thls ia a consideration which I.
won't embarrmass myself by even mentioning, 1718 with regrat, though,
tnat I amit 2 leng sh article by Chan Davis, which was gkedied for this
time, It's entitled (very tentatively) "The Differences in the Criteria
Apnlied in Judging the Products of Different Kinds of intellectual Ef-
fort", and will definitely be on hand in December. We know you can haprd-
ly wait! There's an installment of "Riposte" this time, though, after,
1s, these many moons,an event which comes as much a surnrise to Russ and

us as 34 must to you, deareaders. In justice to LRC I'll again
state that "Riposte” is composed of stuff lifted verbatim from his let-
ters, The pressnt installment is a yeply to several mlive queries of

mine anent aging and the possibility of immortality. "vegteryears" runs
to three pages amin, I'm thinking of expanding this feature 1o a reg-
ular lengzth ¢f four pages or so in arder to present some of the longsr
items in toto as well as g¢ontinue the short, merse-¢r-less humoreus, ex-
corpts. A1l of which leaves me just room enmough to say: Congratulai~
iopns, Al} There'!'s no one I'd rather see in the Vipre's Den more'n yau
(exoept me). Felicitations to the other new officers, too. We'lve a

competent group of them, =
(W 982 0 L. caure, THURT MR S A llw@‘& G WNY Y
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Louis Russell Chauvenei

Of course the brain cells we are born with were grown during
prenatal development and it 1s less and less the accepted thing to take
birth as the starting point in our careers. It does seem to be true
enuf that once the nerve cells of the brain have becoms highly special~
ized they persist wlthout reproducing, and there does not seem to be
any instance rscorded of regrowth of brain tissue in post matal years;
the reaction to injury is simply that the brain finds different nerve
channels to bypass affected or destroyed area,whose functions are taken
over to greater or lesser extent by the remaining brailn, {Controlled
operations on dogs, cats, and lesser mammals virtually prove this). And
while it 1s true that body nerves in some cases heal after cut or torn,
this is not, if I recall correctly, . s¢o much by preoduction of new cells
as by extension of the dendrite and axon processes of cells adjoining
oppesite sides of the injury. It is a general characteristic of body
cells that . after reaching a certain degree of specialization they lose
reproductive capacity and can thus no longer replace themselves, The
body's reserve of undifferontiated cells capable of breeding replace~
ments is what {aside from discase or injury) probably plays the most im~
portant part in controlling the lifespan of the individual. Thig re-~
sarve almost always decrcases with age; thus repeirs to injurles, while
they do not cease to take plage, become slower and slower; obviously a
ons-way street with Jack Xetch at the ond. "Solceh is 1ife," sald he
hazilys.

You couldn't hybridize an amoebdba;but paramecia show primitive
sex life ({blush! =--ns)). They normally split amoeba~-wise; but eccasion~
ally must conjugate to maintain vitality of strain, Two of them ex~
change nuclear material in’'the primijive beginnings of sexual union and
then split as usuwal aamd the four resulting paramecia show new vigpr and
'youthl, As for Winters's final discovery, the future in which immori-
ality is made possible by hybridizing body cells at intervals, well, 1
don't see how you are gonna hybridize cells whieh refuss even to repro~
duce themselves!

Inbreeding “er se should not have a @ rticularly deleterious
effeect unless there are present recessive genes with unfavorable ef-
fecte., Onece you've dbanned your recessives by eliminating the defectlves,
you can breed true a long time; how long I dunno but other factors prob-
ably set a 1limit, The Pitcaisn Islanders have inbred for a hundred
years and done well, On the other hand the widespread primitive taboos
against intermarriage may be biologically sounder lin the long run; eg
the custon in the Paumeta Archipelage of having the young nen take
their brlides from other than their own islamds., (Etc,)

Minor .cell mutations among the body cells, so=cailsd somatic
mutation, is of course, of impertance selely to the affapted individual,

% Taurence Manning, "The Elixir", Wonder Stories, 8, 2 (Aug. 1933),
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tho there's a possibility the tendency toward gene instabllity may ba
inherited, It is mostly considered to take place during fu'mative
stages, not in aduwlt life. In Drosephila hundreds of instances of som~
atic mutations are known; most freguently by ths appearance of a reces-
sive trait in a small area (somef®me 25 much a3 a half) of the body of
2 fly heterozygous for the tralt gemstically. If the zomatic mutation
occurs $n 2 cell stage 2ll descendants of one cell sbovw §%, and the fly
is % and §. If at § 4 coll atage, 3 of the fly will be affected, otec,
(which 1s interesting)s It's all very well to blame radiations for mu-
tations of this and other kinds, but juat because strong doses of radin
ations of X or cosmic frequency produce mutants does not imply that all
mutants are similaply caused; 1t fact it 1s extraordinartly rare in the
natural world to encounter radiations of the strength employed for arti-
ficial creation of mutations, yet mutations go on occurring. So avoeid
the oversimplification which is so tempting., Your theory af successive
degensration of cell races being caused by radiation does not 1look 8o
well to me. If U consider the nature of cells and more particularly of
protoplasm, and the improbability of a wandering ray (I sound like cunm-
mings?) scoring 2 hit on 2n atom that hapnéns tc be an lmportant sne:
well! I have reneged from my former worries anent radioc waves, ete. ' .

The psychological agpect of immortality is not of immediate
concern to me, since Mephistopheles seams reluctant to make me an offer,
being perhaps already sure anough of my soul §0 that it would be wasted
eafforte It 1s said somenlace that by the time A man is ready to accept
the offer to sell his soul, the devil need pay only as an act of pure
charity, as he’s in line to ¢ollect such & soul in any cass, Sounds
reasenable, I think I even put this gquote inte lListening Post once, but
I'm too lazy to look 1t up. .

I have a note here which says "The dream mind ain't logical,

Dreamt was fighting in wape-~=--- details of hand 2 hand combat--«-~throw

grenade into tank divided into 3 commriments~--opponent must’ jump into

any ene of the threec without having seen which holds live grenadee~--if

he guesses wrong, ie, lands in grenade compartment, result is he 1s

taken Egisonap (¥)~--=-1 lost, & went to prison camp; no.end luxurious,
E1l8Urs.

Flenty Family vi sits; we escape in station wagon {(beach wagen
to you) & pass Ralph Alman sn his way to play gol€." {(Note, RA, now in
medical school, went to college wif me. He hates golf 2and has never
played ) This note is dated 5+22-43, at whigh time I gti 1l had final
axame 0 face at the U of Va, I don't know the correlation. On the

back of the note ie a relic of S~T days reading “Fortier Marconette Ex-
pire Warn”; a cryptic "ed" all by itsalf, rubber stamp prastice; and in
peneil at the top the simple note, "W H Hudson The Crystal Age” which
now reminds me of my success in obtaining this from Widensr's library’
at Harvard. It was wonnaful. Specifically I liked the way in which
the complets otherness of the sylvan society is made svident, slowly
and with {ncreasing effsct,

— . . — —————— W —— o — ———

TRIVION: The intriguing incantation adjeinlng 1is TSAGG UTHOA
something I find I scrawlsd on the back of an S5 TSAGTOCH LOA

notice to mport for physical examination, As 1 T SAGCTHNUA
recall it was simply a matter of spelling, but GC O THUA
still {t's an odd association. 5: 1 wuz rejeet- ESA :_ 0G A
ed! PPS: Method not guaranteed, --nfs TSATH
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YESTERDAY'S 10,000 YEARS
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"X sympathize with the fellow who got tanglsd up in the tesseraat,
I once made gne myself,"
Milton A, Rothman ~~Astounding Stories, Feb. 1936
Tell us all about it, Milty.
-.ol-
"An Italian invantor made two women who were in eonversation invig~
ible. {(He couldn't stop them talking, however.)"
Frank W. Moffit =~-Astounding Science~Fictlion, Mar, 1938
_ -0~
"I remember begging my mother, at the age of six, to buy me a cer-
tain mag zine nrofusely illustrated with box-shaped, green-colored in-
dividuals with one eye. I particularly remember something of a sentence
telling of their drinking somgthing solid, very muoh like dope.”
Bernard Simon -~Amazing Storles, Aug. 1928
-o'
"You do not indulge in throwing brickbatz at the unfortunate
staff of this magazine,"
Editorial Comment ~-Amazing Stortes, Apr, 1934
Oh, Doctor Sloane!

-Qw-
"For humanity to change its nmature and 1learn to love its brother
man will require thousands upoan thousands of years. The change will

require a complete mutation in the evolution of paychology, and thoso
things don't happen in years, or even in centuries, That war will be
too terrible for nations to dare to go to war? It may be so, but I
think nct, The chief horror of war is not the numbers killed, but the
ghastly condition of the wounded, In the future war will be a process
of abgsolute exterminaticn. There will be only the guick and the dead,
There will be nc internmediate c¢lass of ruined wretches, filling the
world with horrcr at their ecnditicn, Death will coms quigkly. It will
either kill or snare. Attacks will be too powerful to merely wound.
Cormbatants will have to eithar escape or die instantly., The result will
be, not horror, but rage, blind rage, and 2 senge of revenge. Human
nature will ecry, nct for peace, but for war."

Gecrge R. Turner ~-Amazing Stcries, Jan. 1934

“w

For ‘'Brass Tacks' mny aporeciaticn of Sehachner®s $City of the
Rocket Horde'!, a truly cutstanding story,”

Norman F. Stanloy ~-Astounding Stories, Feb, 1938

Why??? Ghod, scmebcdy tell me why!

.c -

"When Keller writes a story 1like the "Human Termites' and you
print §t, I give up in dsspair, Keller nust ba a dope fiend or an ec-
caped maniac. There's a sanitarium out in Islip, Long Island, where
they keep that kind of people. You better keep an eye on Keller. He
may be dangearcus. . . « o Ants twenty feet long, central intelligences.
Ha! Hal Ha! Don't make me laugh. Oh yes, Me. Editor, there might be
common earthwerms six feet long and one imch thick, But anta twenty
feet long and central intslligences! Ha] Ha! Hal'

Morris 2. Ingher ~~-5cicnoe Wonder Stories, Mar. 1930

Tee-hae!

-Q.
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“In his recent letter Mr. Rudolph Gastown impliesa that ths idsa of
time travel is incompatible with the law of commervation of mass and
energy. I believe that his reasoning is wrong in this ease, and that
his difficulty lies primarily in the assumption that a bHody moved 1in
time 18 transparted into a differsnt univurse. Aeccording to Einstein,
time and the three normal dimensions are so rolated as %o form a contin-
uous, inseparable medium we ¢all the space time continuum. Time is in
ne way independent of the othser comnponcnts of our universe. Henoce a
fixed mass moved in time 4s Dby no mcans lost from the univaerse, the
action being analeogous to a shift along any other dimengien. I hope my
point is made clear.,"

Stuart Parsons --Astounding Stories, Jan, 1938
-o-.

"I am only 1l years old, which I think makes me your youngest read-
er, 1 think both AMAZING and Fantastic arc the greatest magazines I
have esver read?"

George Ebey ~-=Amazing Stories, Nov. 1942
-o-

"Having just read Part I of Dr, Smith's 'Galactic Patrol,' I would
like to offer a few comments, particularly concarning one long-neglect-
ed subject, thermodynamics in interplanstary travel,

: , "Up to the present,
the common belief has beon that space Lravel in the universe depands on
the much overrated ‘dynamic e¢lairvoyance,' as it has bdecn called, in-
stilled by widespread misinterpretation of the correct facts--often due
te the scizsnce~fiction authors. themselves, The popular conception of
gravitational nullifiers and machines for travel in gther dimensions
has always becen the basic foundation for this extensive misconcoption.

"A new 1light .should, be received by npvitistes of the new order of
interplanetary transferesnce. Thus we considsr it an ideal) state whan
gravitational effects are reduced to a minimum, ¢thereby annulling the
usual misconception hitherto maintained by supporters of the Von Hoch-
berg theory-~-ths mest convenient oonception to-day. A conssrvative out~-
look is always to be degirad; at any, rate it is best to consider the
futures of manipulatery internlanetary exchange and 10 overlook a past
of fallacious ratiocination which has never pleased me.

"I shall wel-
come letters from any one who wishes to ¢ontinue di gougsion with me
along these lines.”

L. 5, Bergh ! -=Astounding Storles, Dec., 1837

Any takers?

5 “Q-

“"And, Editor, give us another cover (story) tontest, I have writ-
ten many science stories, amateurishly, ans can hardly hold myself (n
restraint when 1 know tlmti somg of my friends who have also written
science storiss, chiefly among them, John Reibel, author of 'Voice from
the Moon', also of 'Emperor of Tem Worlds,! both Sunday Times, and Ber-
nard Kantor, author of ‘Invisible World' .and fBeyond This Finite World,'’
and are alsc walting for a chanee to number as contributors of "Our'
magazine.," : : .

Jerome Siegel --Amazing Stories, Aug. 1929

Nerts to dem joiks; give us Superman!

2N = "

"I am only nineteen and have had but a highachool sducation, Nev-
ertheless, though I am by no means an able mathematician, I wizsh to ex-
press some opinions on the much discussed fourth dimension.”

Jack Williamsen ~~fmazing Stories, Oot. 1928
-o-
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"When * want scientific stories I want them te deal with the womd-
ors of scisnce and the possibilities of such secience in the fulure.
Those stories should .be abpout super-pen, geniuses amnd cool and caleulat-
ing scientists which would rate them more respect from the reader than
would a scientist with tears streaming down his cheeks, a woman hanging
onto his suspendsrs, a sqQualling kid in one arm and his other hand pul~
ling down a switch that would wipe all humanity off the map,"

C. K. Rodgers =-fonder Stories, Sept, 1930

St411, C. K., you'll hafta admit that the destruction of humanity
would be sortuva lugubrious occasion,

Q-r)'.

"If an atom has mever been seen,how is it known that there 18 such
a thing?"

H. Bugg ~-~Science Wonder Stories,Fedb, 1930

Maybe Mr. Bugg has something there.

: D T

#%#Spegial ma th. section for QOliver Saari. Others proseced at own ri

"You can get gloriously drunk on modern physics, bdbut if you don't
watch your step you're in the gutter instead of the life of the party,”
~ Pw §chuyler Miller --Wonder Stories, Ocgte 1031
% g4 : : -Qr
"In order to give a body a certain velocity, its kinetic energy,
or energy of motion, must be increased to a suitable value,

If we let E equal {(kinetic) energy
M equal mdss of the body at
any 1nstan$

¥ equal velocity of the body at that instant, then physios
ahows us that

E ;M ¢ 1.
Differentiat1ng A
dE & MVAV

If the mass of the body remained constant, equation (1) would be strict—
ly true over any range, using a constant value of M,

"However, relativity has shown that the mass of a body 1s a funct=
ion of the veloclﬁg in accordance with the Lorentz-Fitzgerald equation
M = — =
V=V
If we now substitut¥ in equation (2), wa find that

“
If we substitute in (2), we find
dE T cMVdYc2~V2 (4)
To find the total enorgy roequired to change the velocity of the body
from zero to ¢ {the velocity of light), we integrate between those 1im-

1ts, glving
; g mc{c!-o.\fz & .mc?

where the megative sign indlicates that the energy must be absorbed or
put into the bhody,

"In other words, the energy required to raise the spesd ¢f any
body from rest to the wveloecity of light is equal to its mass at rest
multiplied by the squaro of the velocity of light!"

P. Schuyler Miller ~-Amazing Stories, Aug, 1931

Qo E- Dc

-o.



page 8 eftyroight

- \
strictly noncrea ommenté\on the twenty-elghth medlding......,......
\

STICKLESS STICKERS: Fen, bewa?g! Rememher the Maybrick Case!
\

HORIZONS: Wot's the "QY9" in your address for,'huh, Harry, huh? It
sounds positively pharmaceutical. . . . . .0h, but the NFFF is to be no
mere nose-counting affair. Don't yoy see, H., £t's the paor fan's WPA,
with its policy of made work and a project for every fan? . . . . . Its
~ It's: Yeah, and my pet grlpe is the dogged insistence with which.go
many psople spell it "nickle”. . . . . . Is there any relationship de-
tween Langley Searles and P. J., other than that both are bidbliophiles?
1'd thought perhaps 1t might te one of thoss exceedingly rare son-
father combinations in fandom. The only other case of such that I can
think of was that of the Tillmans, and at that T. pere was not an acti-
fan, . . . .« . + Although FAPA is, in the mechanics of "its functioning,
patterned after the general aj organizations, 1'd. say that the Fapist
philosophy is altogether different from that of the non-fantasy groups.
We're mogtly concerned with writing about things which interest us; the
others with turning out pretty lecallets. Unless we altered considerably
our editorial ways I doubt if our influx would have much effect on the
ayjayers, It'd.most 1likely be a cagg of "much edified were they, but.,."

Would an objsctionable publicgtion maitled out by an individual fap
for FAPA circulation, and so labejled, be grounds for action against
the organization as a group? That is, if that LASFS bundle with the
grapefruit ad had been examined and barred from the matls, could the PO
authorities deny the FAPA Qfficia} Malling entry to the ma2ils on ihis
ground alone? What's the law read §n this, anyhow?

) I don't gec why you
should have any trouble identifying the authors of the various notes in
Yesteryears. The system I use is c@nSistent. Leok ye, now, everything
before any letteriter!s name,and not bracketed,is by that lr, Brackets
are for editorial interpolationa, usuglly by the pro ed, butl if not are
otherwise initialed. If footnotes are Py the pro 8d they come above the
magazine credit line; if by myself ofy Suddsy they come below, and in
this case are clearly idoentified. Oh,bnt waitamomen{, This is terrible!
I see there is an ambiguity, after alk, That bracketed ZElme trave{7,
which is Suddsy's, 1 guess. I apologlge, amd warn everyone that it'll
probably hapnen again. . .
Ah, at lasl someone who spells it "New Castle"!
« v « o « "Fan Muaic' (I shouildn’t quole that, should I?) interests me
more than commonliy this time. Alas, bui 1 have no recqrd player, Soms
day I shall have a record player, and them, ah then..... . . « . . Your
idea of a shorter schoel day kinda rurg counter to the current ncotion
that the child!s play activities, as well as his ¢ducatian, should cen-
ter about the school. Or does it? Tell us more, 'Twould seem that if
we expend large sums for school bulldings amd equipsent we should plan
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on its working for us eonmtinuously,rather than jusy twenty hours a week,
Are you gonna teach the kids touch lyping in those first five years?

Could be done, I spose, but you'd have to provide maohimes with key-

boards cut down to the kid-size finger span. Typewriting has been in-

troduced in the early grades of some svhools, but my impression was

that it was on the peek and poke system, though I dunno for sure, ¥Yyp-

ing is a must, though, 1 learned it after graduating from high sohcol,

and would be lost without it, whereas the years I gpemt on penmanship

drills were pretty near a totaless, to judge from my present indecipher-
able script.

A TALE OF THE EVANS: Wonder how long it!'ll be before he runs out of
those clever ideas for his covers? This ona’s the best yet. Check you
on "La Valse", I'G like to put that on the hypnobioscope soms night and
soe what kind of dreams it would give me, All the decimzls you want,
too, on the colperative movements If welve gotta eollectivize, there's
the sensible way to do 1ty

FAN SLANTS: OQof! Wotta super igsuel! "The Origin of Fandom" is inter-
esting and valuable stuff, We Mmust get our oarly history on record be-
fore it!'s too 1late, But did DAW really write this article in that
ghastly syntactical style? .JIt shoulda been edited., . ¢ « . » "Blowups
.Hanpen" gets the posy for most amusing item in the mailing. That men~
tion of Fern's radio being "scattered about the cornsrs of the ¢lub-
rcom”: No wonder Mike quit LA! + . « ¢« ¢+ « ¢« 4« + & a
Sure, I know coaxial cablo costs a dollar a foot, Three-element vacuum

tubes useta sell at twelve dux aplece once, too. Highways cost from

five to ten dcllars a foct, We have highways. A c¢oaxial cable 1s an

electrical highway in the strictest sense of the word, As for the water-
heating transformers, maybe we should design 'em for lower electrioal

efficiency.

e = a o & & = 9 ®

Yeah, Mr, F,, I just hads to kncws 1 can appreclate that
the matter was quite beyond your control, and,by striet constitutional
constructicn, WJHTDI, rather than the gestating FS, was properly your
admission credential, So it served a guod cause, anyway, Only explan-
ation, which is not an excuse, for my remark is that 1t seemed howling-
ly funny at the time, -~ The fact emorges that I'm a first-order goop.
Sincerest thanx for polnting it out, )

I wonder if the misspelling on
page one, fourth paragraph, ' sighth line of this®ish was purely inten~
tional?

EPHEMERDN: From the etymclogical standpoint, how could it be? As fame
dom¥s own and only biennial here it's celebrating its second annivers-
ary, ©Oh, but Russell, I'm not tod of the fen, at least not yeti.

PHANNY: Poetry it gifs! They all coms to it sooner or later, Moron
Genius rates tops in the braln-busting division this time, This is
wonderful ! DBT seems to have launched the mest interesting discussion
since somecne innceently suggested that war had some value, But I still
quastion if you can attach any meaning to 1§ numbers like thcse van
Vogt threw at us in “Asylun". Now my understanding has been that the IQ
is considered a reliable nmeasurc of innate intelligencs largely because
of the fact that it remains fairly constant for thcse years of the
individualt's life during which it is directly measurabls, Thus if your
child at twe exhibits the abilities of+a threae-year~-old, it is likely
that ho*ll be somewhere arcund the nins-year mentalevel at age six, and
about 18 at 12. But now ycu introduee two~yoears whe reads science-fig-
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fon ang is doing fine with high-school algebra and French. You measure

his intelligence and conclude that here is a genuine hgh-ternmioen think~
er of IQ 700, But what will you find by his third year? Mantal age of

21?7 Now you're extrapglating. At four years will he show the abpiliity

of a man of 287 If he does it's a pretty sure sign that he's not living

up to the promiss of IR 700, for the ecurve of mental development has

levelled off before \his age and any further galn in mental ability

represents acquired leafning. So that an IQ based on this extravolation

would be tao high. 1T your precocious kid's innate intelligence were

really constant he'd therefore be far beyond our best minds by his four-
th year. In the one cas¢ his 1Q would be decveptively high, while in the

other 1t would be quite unmeasurable. Hence you're obliged to measure

the super~intelligence al a very .early age.(which, while it can be done,
ts not ths most reiiable gort of observation) 1n order to get a figure

for mental age which is mganingful. The real nub of all this bughbeat~

ing is that 1G 1is gtrictly an empirical estimate of intelligence, based

on data derived from tha study of normal. human beings, You can apply

it to these normals and % the range of gemius to.idiocy ordinarily en-

countered. Beyond this gou must extrapolate to a degres greater than

the standards warrant. T® measure super-intelligence you.need a gcale
derived from data on the super-intelligenees, P : ‘

: ) And thera'sg another

angle, rather more speculati{ve, to cast doubt on whether such a case of

snormous pracocity as you guggest would really foroshadow developmsnt

of a supermind therefrom. fhat justification havse we for the bslisef

that a superman would develop his powers s0 rapidly? It seems to hold

more Qr 1less true that the higher forms of animalife are characterized

by longer periods of infancy. Place & newborn child and a newborn ape

together in the same environment and .the ape will outstrip the child in

their first few monthg, Observations taken at this stage would show

the ape to be sunerior to the child, but that is not so0 for their vos-

{tions will be reversed within the year., Can we analogize for the case

of a normal child versus an, infant superman} -

- 3 Curves, yet more: Explain
to me with dlagrams how it is your haop ball cam rise if the forward sur-
face is turning upward, That gives the top surface a backwand component
and the bottom a forward comnonent., Compounding these with the forward
velocity of the ball gives the top the lower speed relative to the sur-
rounding atmosphere, This puts the high-pressure area at the top, which
oughta shove the ball down, Nor do I see how you account for the "break",
The pressure difference can't "tuild yp"; 1t must continuously deorease
as airesistance slows down the dall's rotation, though it's conceivable
hoew the curvature may increase if the ball's translatory motion is damp-
ed faster than its rotation, But the whole process is continuous--
thaere's nothing about it to cause the sudden jump Harry describes,

The
lowdown on wprinting is much anpreciated. Now if only Ashley will break
down and tell 211 about mimeophoto.

FAPA BLOTTER:  Maintains its usual high standard under the new editor-
Shipc -: .

FUTURI A Weren't the saddle-stitched Gernsback Wonders of 1932-3 real
aclence fiction magazines?

ECCENTRIC'S ORBIT: Eddle Clinton's case for "The Stars Look Down" is
Perfoctly airtight. But I still find the story insufferably gooey.
'Superman" is super-Lisbscher. Has spmebody an aisle { can roll in?
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LIGHT: I wculd nct . be mentioning the “"squads right’ lettewdlng on your
cover, if Art Widner hadn't pointed it cut to me. By goldy, %ut your
fan nap idea has caught my fancy. I think 1'11 makk one. The lightis
would be nice, but I think cclcred pins will do for me, * 'THe stuff-an
radl ¢ was most interesting, Po the relay stat}ons have any advantaga
over cable transmission, other than that of cos®? Also how abcut the
number of frequency bands that a cable could handle, as compared to &
relay staticn of comparable ¢ost? The “precipitnnn‘ dust collectior ap-
parently works on the same principle as the Cottreill precipitator. It's
maimportant, tut I'm somewhat puzzled as to wfat there was about my
published letter to call forth your statement of policy. Losh, mon,
I'd no ocbjection to being quoted, If I had I would surely have sald s0.
More unscientifects, please!l

RLITHERINGS: Helic is a nice name for a dictator. Sax does all right,
You have somé interesting thoughts in your verses, €00, I especially
11ked "Purpose®. o « « » o I wasn't awarc that I sgy "had" for "hard’.
Do I really? What I do say is "hahd", which, confu#gngly enough, comes
out in phonetic symbols as had, While my "had" in phonetics is hed,
which 1s standard imeric, aInft 147 My suppression off r not followed Dy
a vowel is, of course, typical New Englandese, Thu® around hla we say
klia, kat, £b, foa (tr, - "clear, cart, for, four"), 1 can say “Frank
Robinson”, but I can’t cope with "RrePublicanW. And Spanish clagsses
I always said ."but” when I meant "dog", I gusstion, though, if speeoch
differences such as these are being preserved. Levelkdug iz app rently
active in this neck of the woods, where the pronuncil§tion of the com=
plete diphthong oa, as in "road" and "poat" and the & iphthongizing of
the o of "bone” To give boan are rapi’ly giving way to 4he general Aper«
fcan use of the simple vowel o in bcth clagses of wordge And there are
a lot of leveling influences which haven't yet had t$me to show much
effect, Welve had radio cut of the fan stage rather Less than iwsnly
years; mction pictures have had reasonably gcod sound fo¢ an aven short-
or period, and dcn't forget there ares large nuobers, tcows of people who
nave done 1ittle or no traveling. « « » + « ¥ don't you &urn your empty
tp container over tc the paper collection anc go buy yocurself a tube of
Kelynos paste? It has algin) (Plug.

You might look up ths first in-
stallment of UBrcod of Helios", 1in Bob Swisher®s files, Chan, John
Bertin dcesn't say whether or nct the critters he describes therein are
animals, but the sugrestion is that- they're nct, For a workd capable of
supnorting life as we know it, and 4T that wordd holds 1lif’e at all, is
not the probability overwhelmingly in faver of there beind® a 1lifs forn
which employs photosynthesis? 4md with photosynthasizing 11¥e in exlst-
ence the dcor is cpen for the apnearance of non-phctosynthoe@lzers, ver-
dad? So, unless ycu're prepared to deseribe a plausible trdochemistry
which di £feors fundamentally from that of our world, 4t loo like your
ets, if you insist that they be off-trail, will have to be olthar photo-
syntheslzing forms which are not plants and gon~di tto which are not an-
imals. Or do I cramp yocur style by mot donsidering beings with an an~
menia chemistry, crystal critters madecut of silicon, 1iquid and gas-~
eous 1ife, heavy people who walk through solid rock or dwal 1l beneath
the twelve-foot~deep atmospheres of dwarf stars, space-brea thers who
feed on radloactive minerals, and all stef's host of entitios cf gen~
Lient metal, pure force, disembodied thcught, aso, rso? 1 don®#hink the
stefwriters have done so badly at inventing ets,

| 1 agree uttagly with
you about my use of the indefinite article. I've raformed, 80 elp me.
About pi, I don't know how it would behave around a dwarf ghar or 2
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rotating wheel., I ihink likely It would decrease, but I ean’t prove it,
An actual physical body in either c¢f these situations would be in accel-~
erated moilon,for which the Lorentz-Einstein transformations &f special
relativity aren't valid., It's a goodeal like the famed "twin paradox",
wherein the symmetry of the L-E xformations . governing time contrastion
leads to the remarkable conclusion that if your twin went a-sprcevoyage
ing at near lipght-veloeity then on his return you'd be older than he
and he'd be older than you. This conclusion is phoney, of coursse, since
in order to return he'd hafta accelerate, which would invalidate the
transformations, TFurthermore the readily-confirmed fact that it's your
twin, and not you, who has accelerated destroys the symmetry, whencs
the doctrine of general relativity sez that time goes slcw in an accel-
eration field and that the traveliag twin will end up the younger of
the two. Though again 7 carn't prove it, I think that any periods of
uniformotion occurring on the space voyage could be treated as periods
of zero acceleration contributing nothing to the total discrepancy in
elapsed time, despite the way iocks on the gpaship apnear to actt as
cbserved, via ship-to-planet televisicn, by the stationavy twin. Which
l1ittle discussion doesn't shed any light on the pi question, but goes
in, anyway, as an aside to Swisher, who will doubtless reward my indus-
try by shooting it fulla holes.

' Now back to the harsh realities eaf war,
This seems Yo be one of those cases, which Jack Speer would find irrit-
ating, of two disputanis’® using each other's premises to arrive at op-
posed conclusions. I think that it's really a good thing, though, in
that at least it shows that we're still speaking the same language. But
it does indicate a need for a restatement of the issue, A lang time ago,
tack in Efty-one,I said I thought we were in for & more peaceful (or,if
you nrefer, lesgs warlike) cultural stage. 1 gave two reasons, which I
found both necessary and sufficient, for this tellief, One was that war,
as 1t is fought today, !s economically disadvantageous to all its part-
icipants (hear me out, nlease, before you exwplode, Chan!l).

Your posi-
tion, I take At, is that there are economic groups within a culture who
stand to benafit by a war, even 1f the soclety as a whole suffers econ-
omically for the binge. And that they, not teing notable altruists, are
2lmost certain to say ‘"whathelll!" and either deliberately set out to
sell their fellows on the 1ldea of fighting or else blind themselves 1o,
or rationalize, the consequence of their acts. Now of course big busi-
nes3 prospars during a war. S50 does labor. Is labor, too, 2 pw bloc
in peacetime? It's not too difficult to see a reason why business, or
labor, or any economic group, should be anti-war. hat good will Henry
Ford's "tiemendous accren of producn assets" do him if nobody has the
money for downmyments of V-8s onaccounta our war-dislocated eeonomy
has postwar-boomed and then fallen flat on its face? And you have also
referred (in Efty-five, it was) to war's “tremendous waste of concrete
asgets", 'as though that were something altogether desirable to the
moguls, %ow i it? 4 lot of this materiel is wasted in the sense that
upon cessdation of hostilities it is no longer needed. Unfortunately. it
doesn't also disappear at the same time. - .1t is estimated that the end
of this war will find our government the owner of some $102 billion in
surplus war commodities, It's pretty obvious that this stuff could hard-
1y te mere dangerous If it consisted splely of 102 billion dollars wor-
th of Entrite.

J I1'11 concede, though, that people will do the things
that are likely to win them the immediate advantage and regard through
a myopic haze of wishful thinking the prospect that they'll pay through
the nose for 1t in the long run. But I'm not at all convinced that the
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men who have btullt up, and who hold the policy~making executive posl-
tionsy 1n ocur large industries are utterly unrealistic in thelir lang-
range plannings Hence the allegation that the money barons manufacture
"fony reasons why the others shud! fite" rings in my ears like propa-
rania for the classtruggle. Not that the T or F of this lasgt is of any
great importance. I think that we bcth recognize the pursuit of danger—
ous econcmic policles is hardly avcidable as long as the sconomic gane
is played entiprely by the dog-eat-dog rules presently in use. That's
cne of the reasons why'I faver evelution toward a mcre integrated econ-
CMmy.

Consider now my cthereason for fower wars: We agree that the cult-
ural differsnces and geographical isclation betwaen grcups of men,which
are the only reasons for nationalism, are cfA the decreags, Since we
yust satisfy Don Thompson that we're nct compartmentalizing economic
from cultural ccnsiderations, wo'll remark that cccnomic factcrs enter
into our def of what is a culture,
We also arree that this cultural
isclaticn, with 1its engenderad
fear and distrust c¢f the aliesn
ways, 18 the direct.and essential
persuasive to c¢cnvince nren that
they ahoculd rescrt tc war,  Hence
my conclusicn that the incidence
of war should decrease with da=~
creasing ¢, 1. and my balisef that
it will 1in the future, We cannot,
hcwever, get any data frém histcry
on this, because these fanti-war
forces haven't been effective -long
enough, vk
But there is thls conpid-
erpation: Arpg our econcmi¢ acts and
their ¢onsequences quite independ=-
ent of the cultural faclope? of
course they aren't. Take your sx-
ample of our trade relaticns with
Japan during the '30s and tell me
why this contributed 1o bringing
cn the Pacific War. Doesntt the
answer lie iIn the nature of the
sap culture? Here 18 a feudalist-
ic state which for centuries was
almost comnletely isclated from
and bypassed by the diminant weste
2rn culture., The rule of the land
‘s In the hands of the traliticnal
arigticracy whc readily see that
vheir pesiticn is utterly incomnate b e
ibls with western cultural trends, (?8uh1aﬂ’awﬂwudunmﬂgg.qWﬁmqh‘bn
Waturally they see that the only way to secure their pcsition is to ZJom-
inate Asia and eventually the wcrld. That's why in less than a century
they have adcnted those technlgues of western civilization which, with
vheir population; hava made their mtiom one of the great nowers. But
their policy has been, understandably, +tc keep the masses of the Jap
reople out of eontact with western eulture, It's the only policy that
can continue to produce genemtions of fanatic fightars who ars convin-
ced that thelr empsror i8 Ged and they, the chosen people, invincible,
Trade which enables a culturally-isolated people under the thumb of an
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cutmoded type of heraeditary military/econemic aristoorzcy to budld a
huge war machine has its qQbvious ¢onsequences. But what about trmde
which enadles a future, really opened-up, Japan to build a modern in-
dustrial economy and respsctable living standard? In general, if auvel
extreme cultural divergencias disappear won't most of the economic acts
which at present may be accused of leading to war loge their war-bresd-
ing potencies Or else become impossible? No? Then dig me up some eco~
nomic situations whose tendency to bring on war 4increages 2s ¢, i. de~
creasas, v
'"Ere now, wot's this system whereby the British keep the un-
willing blacks on the plantaticns? Surely not slavery or serfdom in the
twentieth-century British Empiis? Or is 1t somse sort of economic glav-
ery, 1ike that in “"Logic ,of Empire”? This is to me an entirely nsew as-
pect of the colonists vs nativee plcture, So I'll reserve comment until
more information is at hand. Tall me mope!

If only staticultiures may
be said teo survive, what worth qan be astribed to survival value as a
¢riterion of the "fitness" of a cylturs? The Bantus would rate better
in this resmect than would the Frefich. Better it scems to consider that
a continuous culture survives ove though 1t undergoes evolutionary
change, Yethere's a dilemma here, o, The Revolution was a major dis-
gontinugty in the French cul tural stream, and perhaps it's right to say
that the older, mediaevialistic Frefich culture died righthen. But the
slenenta which were later t6 hecome doninant in the post~pev, culture
were almeady prominent 2 long time tefore the attual pelitical upheaval
oconrred,. Had the revolution never eome off, these progressgive elements
would undoubtedly have supplanted the mediaevalism in time, although
some features of the latter weuld likely have asurvived, The end pro-
ducts would be much alike, but with a discontinuity in one case and not
in the ether., By golly, what do we mean by "“survivel of a culture,
anyway? Praps I shoulda put my driginal proposition thisaway: French
intellectual culture 1s much less likely to be drastically affected by
changes in political philesophy than is the Estadounidense culture, 1]
will concede my inability to dig up much direct evidence for this point
of view, For one thing, our culture hasn't besan put to the test of a
really drastic change in government, so we can't bs sure what will hap-
pen to it, comes the ravolution, My opinion 1s based mainly on de Balas’
abservatign that our culture is based on a political ideal, whersas the
French culture is more of a geographically-centered ons.

I won't bother
to record here our quibbles over what operations the rulea of the game
of fours allow. They're all rather pointless new that Creighton Buck
has shown us how to write any integer with four fours (or with thrsee
fourg) Yy the use of but Three (two for three fours) slementary opera~
tions.,

Some day I must read the Wesley Long atories 1o see if they are
really that bad, Malecolm Jameson once discussed adme very practical-~
sounding techniques for space war. 1'd hesitate to eliminate it as a
possibility for dealing with the Jovians,

INSPIRATION: Lynn, you seem to have inherited the tafs and their imags,
lock, stock and barrel, Don't blame you $9® much for your disglike of
Unele Hugo's coined word, "scientifiction", Hew I remember the old MSA
dnys when W, W, Berry, our official stationer by aprointment, useta ad~
dress his dung to the “Maine Scientification Association”! But who sed
we wers gonna use "sclentifiction”7 "s-f"? “Phigk-eg-ef! Apst-Paesp!”
sibilated the paurians of Ishfenferath, . + .+ « ¢« I8 the proportion of
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4fellas in our midst actually abcve the national averags? Fi 7
Or maybe I shouldn't ask for that, as nunerical data gn fan%gg§s$:;;?i
available, Somebedy take a pcll, -quick! But the 1ist of dogfen is
quite imposing, considering the size of what may be considersed fandom
and allcwing for those whc ars under- or over=age, cor uuccesafu11§
dodzing the draft for cther than physical reasons, I dunnc; dc you?

Rockets? Ahl Now, then: Atn't yeu overlooking the large mass-ratio
af fuel to rocket which 1s nacessary to supply the energy to fling the
rocket into space? Because of thils fact, inescapable with presently~
possible fuels, the factors of airesistance and high acceleration are
subordinate, though nct negllgible, té the imperative of firing off
your fusl mass as fast as possible. There'somebhing,but not much,to the
idea of using other msans than rocket blast to get a spaceship up thru
the lower atmosphere; where rocketl propulsion is inefficient. Jet pro-
pulsion isn't the answer, either, That's only efficient at high speeds
and what you want here is hlgh 11fting power, like ths early suggestlon
of a huge, toroidal balloon to holst the rocket aloft. The atmospheric
11fting step would be left behind when the spaceship proper took off
from 1t, Probably it would be just as efficient and a 1ot sasier to
blast off directly from the highest practicable pountain peak than to
attempt to use aircraft to lift the enormous weight of a fuelsd rocket,
The nub of the matter is that a spaship equipped for atmospheric flight
would bs much more of an ugly duckling than the worst pipedream of a
roadable airplane or a land-golng boat. So it's quite useless to speak
of using wings for ‘“mansuverability in atmosphera”. Until we get an
atomic fuel with 100 Km./sec. exhaust veloecity, sprceships will go'up
like skyrockets, only mors so, and come down, much lighter in mass, by
parachute, { .
Oh, and the O/H ratio for hydrogen-oxygen fuel isn't as
high as 8/1. You hafta have an excess of hydregen for optimal comdbus-~
tion. H {sn't a very practical fuel, anyway; it's too bulky and too
hard to liguefy., 4&nd wings again: They'd afford no saving in fuel for
a rocket drive. You got lift from wings only when you expend energy to
move the aircraft; they are not of themselves a substitute for the work
thaf must be done to 1ift the plane. The only reason for using wings
‘g that they permit the use of power pXants, like the intsesrnal-combus-
tion engine, which have higher ballistic efficiencies than the rock-
et because they ¢an expal their exhaust gases at laow velocity and hence
put more of the fuel's energy content into kinetie energy of ths plane
and less into k. 8. of the exhaust gasese

BLACK & WHITE: 1 it an optiocal illusion that makes the black silhou-
ctte look so0 much lapger than the white?

STAR-STUNG: Beautiful mimeo job, neatly bound, And a roally blue ink,
sver so much purtiar than that semi-green stuff I used on the last FT.
The poems? Oh yes, (blush), I confess I haven't read ‘em yet, " I just
2in't got no soul, I guess, Willie,

cLMURMURINGS: oOh, so there was a coﬁatitutional amendment for that six~
menth business? Where in Constitution is 1t now?

TEGLERIANA: The CC membership 1ist has some amugsemsnt value. Othsrwise
thistuff is pretty near a totaloss, 1Q's definitely low this time, And
who can tell what Michellsm's all about aftereading Modern Michellst?

MEMOIRS OF A SUPER, FAN: Beathing in the Mailing.
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FANTASY AMATEUR: Why don't one or more of the Cosmopolites apply indiv-
idually for FAPA membership? The club oould gel the mailings that way
without bringing up the anomalous situation of a2 group's having clsim
to the rrivileges of an indlvidual membership. i can da ng less than
publickly shed a,tgar.at the unceremonioua passing of the office of Of-
ficial Critic. Ever an occasion for quiet amusement and a gratification
of my fantasy sense Yizs been the reflection that enly in fandom, or a
Gilbert and Sullivan ¢opera or a gtory by Coblentz could auch titles as
"Chief Critic” and "Associate Critic" exist. Weep., . . . . . Somewhere,
somewhen, I've oncountered the statement that, with the possibla excep-
tion of the Australian aborigine, no one race of men can be sancluaiye-
1y shown to be inherently inferior to any other. There are hereditary
variations among men but is it valid here to draw an analogy to the dif-
rerences between hsap and the other prlmates? Ape intelligence and hu-
man intelligence are so far apart that it seems proper to say thay ave
not of the same order. Maybe I'm nothinking with my head, here, but the
notion of denying human dignity to a race whose geniuses are way above
our average and whose morons are no moye moronic than ournm is something
1 ean't justify. . . « . + Truly tskable is the spectacle of two-thinds
of 2 mailing straggling in after the official deadline. Yes, you too,
Norm? : : » 4

YHCS: Why you no like chamber music, mugg?

EMERGENCY FLARE: One of the greatost pleasures I derive from fapactive
ities comes from observing whathe fape find in my own and each other's
stuff, That's why I like lotsa comments. ' ; ' 4

TAKE-OFF: The war stuff was ovordone, It may be whimgy, but after the
firsthousand 1ines or so it sugsesis obsession, Mary Helen should otta
301“ the FAP[\Q : - - \ . : «

BANSHEE: How many of the "five million Espists® can carey on a reason-
ably complex conversation {n the lingvg?

CALIBAN: I voted for Larry, just the same. He's honest. He returned
my bribe! . :

INVESTI GATION: The Unpleasant Possession of Donathan Roag., .

FAPA VARIETY: I liked the bit on binding fmz and pros, even though 1%
reminds me how far behind I've fallen on my own bookbinding program.
The set of Unknowns looks nice in the pheto, bdDut where are the small-
sized issues which followed the large ones? Or iszt that you haven't
preserved chranoclogical order in the binding? Makes me think ¢of the
volumes I bound with lsasues missing, and that noew I have those issues
and wondor if it's worth the trouble te tear the booky down and rebuild
'em with the missues inseprted. . . . . . Teluwhat: 1I'll trade ya four
rare issues of the old Amazing Quarterly, namely Vol, 5 No. 4 and Vol.
6 Nos. 1, 2 and 3, for that autographed Weinbaum volume.

THE WORKS: Yeah, but where's the face of the thing?

MILTY'S MAG: 1I'd hoped to discourse summat on rockets and escape velo-
city thls time., But I've got math. troubls, so it’ll have to go over,

VYENUS~GON: Hilariousl
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TOWARD TOMORROW: Reminds me of {ts big first {ssue, whieh I don't re-
¢all that I ever commented on or even acknowladged, I®m sorry about
that, Jimmy. It was swell, But to the business at hand: I don't fol-
low Tubby'’s log a. He compares fen with college students and depives
therefrom ths ccnclusion that ™"'Fans'® as 2 class” are not supsrior to
the average ncrmal adult, Obvicusly thig is non s6q, since (&) a son-
siderable part of fen are chronclogically nct yet adult, and ( 8) col-
lege studants constitute 2 group particularly selected for intellectual
superiority. Equally haywire is the argument about artistic abllity,
Cclleges offer art ccurses, ergc you find a concentration of art talent
in the college enroclment. In fandom art is just cne of a number of
incidentals,and cther qualifications,like fantasy sense, are requisite.
Perhaps the New York Futurians, as a ¢losely-agscciated group, weran't
tynical of fandcm, but I remember with a lot of pleasurs the Futurian-
authored ficticn in Norton's, Wollheim's and Lowndes' stefzines, As for
the uvshyglsnic fen, I dunno. i've no data, I agree, though, that the
practice of hygiene is mers important than itg orthography.

Ray Karden
did right proud with "Born on Earth", I liked the idea of the story and
1 liksd the way it was written,

XENON: ¥s this still for FAPA distribution or should I have sent in 25¢
for the next thres issues? The article cn HPL mirrors my own views in
some prespectis. . .

DIRECTORY OF FANDOM: 1t fills a nced., Lst'se keep it up-to-date,

RE,DER AND COLLECTOR: Welcoms back, Heck! Hodgson's "The Night Land"
sounds 11lks just thZ type of story that interssts me most. I don't sup-
pose, though, that such a lengthy work could be considersd for FFM. 1Is
the 1912 edltion very rare or difficult to obtain now?

: -1t sesms like
thers ought to be semething killingly fumny I could say about the
Diskos, "“a disk of gray metal which spins in the end of a melal rod, ls
chargsd with earth currents and eapable of cutting people in two."
Since I can't think of anything aporopriate, though, [ guess I'll Just
not mention it at zll. ]

FAPA BULLETIN: There appears Lo be no constitutionzl requirement that
the ballot counters reveal the election outesme at any time.

DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION again: The use ef c¢rossed alassifications ala
solldus could be avoided. 1 went over this lastime., Howevep, this nost
racont revisien, though arbitrary in scheme, apnears to be workable and
not too eemplicatcd. So if it's adopted without further changes, 1t'll
got my blessing.

FAN TODS: Whmt was that about more legible reproduetian?

LLGHDS Will someone with 2 passion feor enumeration take a count and
confirm my suspicion that Suddsy's interpelatiens run ¢o¢ greater word~
2ge tham do the chain letters themselves. *Rosebud ferever!"”? The

draka Liebscher should read "Where Their Fire is not Quemehad”,ghostory
by May Sinclair, for the striet lowdown on this, Noperddsers should get
their edification from Laura.Jean Libby. Thare's an awfulet of Japanase
poople. We car't win tls wap And then go areund not gliving a damr for
them, Wa'd just be asking for it again a guarter-eentury hence. The
nain reagon Gurmany gt & chance for another bid for werldomination was
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that too many Germans btellsved thgy wero trecated unjuetly by the Allies
and too many Americans and BritonY agread withem. Cur lmmadlate goal
in the Pacific War should be to put a formidatle army of ocoupatign in
Japan itself and to depQgse the war lords. . For all its industrial and
military might, Nippon is socially §t11} in the Middle Ages. The vast
rajority of its pople have no truc tonception of western oculture. Wa
will have toc change that. The resulls when the Jrps wake up to the fact
that thelr emperor 1i1s not God and that they are net invincibls may be
surprlsing. I'11 wager that the apmy of occupation will find more t¢
do than just parade around flaxing its muscles.

DB: "Rust" was by
Kelleam, who may be Kenealy in disguisc, though I doubt iit., The Dirsct-
ory 1lists Kelleam, but not Kenealy (WC please nots!), The idea of a&n
ultraconservative USSR is interosante. Think what a beautiful exampls
of hidebound bureaucracy the Communist Party system thare might become!

"T'hell with magses.” Hera wWe go again., You simply can't
ignore 90% of the worldls population, Suddsy. You intelligentsia have
to live with these people and deal with them, be they ignorant or en~
lightened, stupid or brilliant, I congider the notion of an outright
apistocracy of brains suspect for the following reason; The gonius is
5ti11 3 man, 43 such he is not above human foibles, Ag one who has
ashleved emlnence 1n some particular field of human thought and endeav-
or he is, far more than the ordinary man, subjected to the suggestion
that he is equally qualified to speak ob aet with authority in fields
outside his own sphare of specialization. Unless he 1s qulte teyond
vanity (which is Improbatle} he is like}y to have his sense of values
more or less distorted by this viewpoint, And what 1s worse, few will
stand forth to gainsay him, Remember Gamhle in "Three Thousand Years!"?
Or 1f you want an examnle in realife, take thae mathematical philosopher,
Bertrand Russell, who has distinctive idgas on cthics and morals which,
apmarently, he believes in with all his 'heart. Unfortunately, as exper-
ience s shown, they'd work swell if we were all urbane supermen with
a few million years' more evolution ih our germ plasm, they'd work mid-
diing smart well if we were all Russells, they'd turn our seciety topsy-
turvy if let loose among us brawling primitives, I ask, tharefors, if
BR should have any more say {n such mattaqrg than he has right now? Now
don't get me wrong. I'm heartily in faver of having things run by the
best minds we can muster. But thelr authority should.be cxercised with-
in the scone of their ability and experiete qualifications. I think a
goveramont administersd by the best exccut]lve talent we can get and ad-
ucate for the profession and appoint/rataif en a tasis of marit/results
would be far superior to any administration electabls under the present
system by vote of a populace subject th Bondl ticoning by axe-grinding
politieal promgandists. & non-partisan system of refarenda with vptes
apnortioned to grouns amd individuAls ' on the basie eof tha gtake they
have in the ilssues would 1nsure that any inequitier eolild te resolved
by damocratic prosess, With compe tent adminigtrators, occaslons for its
use would be rare,

Look up Willy Pan nextime you're at Swigshers', Sud~
dsy, He's worth it} | ’

LA VIE AKRISIENNE: Clever titla. Affairs like this apd the Stforum and
the Strangers are the bastype af local organizations.

ACAINZBITE OF INWWIT: "The Horror out of Lowecrafi' is a perfect parody.

THE NIW HIERQGLYPH: ‘k,‘a‘qg} ?



should.be

BftY"Bight InGelg

ARCLDI A I know how I feel when ether fen ask me to write gtuff for

their fmz (fortunately they don't very often), sc I don't go around ask-
ing for contributions for Efty, Any mssi that come in unbidden, though,

are received with boundless gratitude and are published, if interasgting

enough. + » » « « What happered to the bountiful Mr, L.797

FiN-DANGD: Sure I had to give Donnle a cred for that caps stuff, Resad
the constitution! Here you familiar with the way activity credentials
are recorded by the S/T you'd see that giving you the credit for the
stuff would make no change at all in your record, since you had other
material in the same miling. /nd Donnie would still geit credit for his
unwitting contributions to Fan-Dango 34, sincs he is a member,they werc
substantially his work, and they wcre sent out in a FAPA malling. By
the same construction the first CCCommentator was a contribution, too.
If you consider the constitutional provisions unsatisfactory, by all
means work to amend them. But let's not start distorting the rules
simply to score a dubious point against somsone we don't like, That way
lies ohaos, .

The fen vg., fans controversy Erows ever more amusing.
TBY's remarks are the funniest yet.

The actlvilty requirements, 1t ap-~
pears, have, by a ons-votec majerity (a veritable landslide for FAPA!),
b~en upped hard, L4 year hence and we shall sa€., » « + » « I think that
1t's man, and mot just his environment, who'd have to be improved if
the desire for alcohol wers to be eliminated, - People will drink ar
long as alcohol can ercate the illusion that a dull time is 2 rare oc-
pasion ‘and that banallties are sparkling wit. . . . . .

4

c €

e + s ¢ ¢ » We're nei ther of us 'real ‘old timefs', Fran.,

I think you'll find a lot of ‘intelligent people who like ASF
and have no interest in amateur’ journglism, The Campbell-regime art~
i¢cles impress me as pretty close tc-unique in the field of sclensce-re-
porting, They are at least on a level with those in Scientific American,
which 1s the only worthwhile ponular scientific publication that I know
of, and furthermcre show more of the off-trail slant than do those in
SA. 48 Willy Ley puts it in "Rcckets": “This magm zine /ASF/, although
classified as a "pulp,' carries Qquite a number of articles ¥y profes~
sionals, dealing wi th matters somewhat outside the scope of profession-

~al jonrnals," Textbccocks are sources of partloular information; as such
they are seldcm suitable for general cultural reading, Popularized
seisnce books as a class are no better and mc wcrse than dittc articles
in mam zines, While for the latest sclentific developments you don't
read bocks, nohow, You read the journals of your partiecular field,
And just show me the lay reader who can get anything out of, say, the
Jeurnal of the American Chemical Society,

Bravo for your on the whola
objective discussion of the question of racial interbreeding,

MEEIN Sg%EPF: 4in't this a violation of the Smith~Connally 4Lct, or some~
thing ybe I shoulda camm igned mope actively. Norm for ¥ipre in ta25!

HISTORY OF THE STEFUTURE: Four thousand c¢asds! Do we each get a flling
cabinetl when they're all publighed?

SHAMGRI=LUNA'FFAIRG: Not enough curvature.



page 20 e fty~elght

SO SAARL: What for? 'Sgood! I don't get your objection to Speer's
three-gimensional time, though, He uses his coBrdinates to locate

regions $n time, Cartesian representation, of course, is geomstric sym-

bolism, but the entities so ropresentad nsedn't be geometric. You can

plot temperatwre, pressurs and volume in cartesians just 23 readily as

length, width and haight, While Jack hasn't attempted to do so, thers

seems no reason why suitable scales for measuring his temporal variables
couldn't be worked osut and used to plot specific points in tims, And

you can defins colrdinate systems in N-dimensional spac¢e by means of N

mutually orthogonal vectors and this constitutes a logical extension of

cartesians and ¢an be dealt.with mathematically, Such a "space", of

course, belongs purely to the realm of ideas, but you can investigate

1t3 provwertiss even if you can’t imagine what it looks like,

EN GARDE: Temme! Ancther nomenclatura; Chums, I see the handwritlng
on the wall.,' There can bos but one ocutcome of this mad scramble: Each
and every fan will eventually wind up with his own private torminology.
Se I might as well break down now and advance my particular version....
Naturally, since I am already committed to the preservation of ths term
"fan'" and the upholding of the sacrad plural, I cannot but regard the
question of a suitable gancral term as othar than settled for all time,
I do believe, though, that we arc badly in nced of some conclse terms
for the various races of the fanny tribe. Conslder, for exampls, our
speculative geniuses who enliven the mailings with thelr whitherings.
What bettsr description could be found for them than "thinkers with ex-
trapolated ratiocinative processes"? Trug, that's a longish expression,
but nobody would ever wuse it in any but the conclse abbreviated form,
s¢ what matter? Agaln, our literati, the avid readers and collectors
of gtefantasy, what are they but "devoted readsrs of outre literature"?
This is alsoc readily abbreviated, as is my final example deseriptive of
those eﬁalted tndividuals, the total fen, or “gentlefen of oogy person~-
alities”.

Yes, you proally ought to study math,, Al. An intlmate ac~
quai ntance with its manifold ramifications gives one no end of an advan-
tage. Why Jjust think of 211 tho cusswords you can derive from thoss
gsoteric realms and apply when ordinary opprobrium fails you! Such as
"By the first differential parameter of Baltramil", or "Well, I'll be a
nomogenseous bllinear formi', or "0, thou.partial derivative of an auto-
morphic function!"

THE FAPA FAN: Shall wo cry in each other's beer, Don?

THE PHANT/GRAPHt There is this apnroach, too. If you fexl you're mis~
sing somothing by not reading a certain work, get that book and have 2
100k at it. If, after you've read a little apd maybe browsed a bit, you
find you're gotting nei ther entortainment nor valus from the effort,
take the book back Lo the library. ‘

BROWSING: I romember "4 Mirrcr for Witches" with considerable pleasurs.
The sarcasm was a high point, but I alsoc got the impression that the

witeh=hunters didn't act 1llogically in thes light of their factual know-
ledge and the beliefs of thair timo, In those days the supernatural

world was real,

WALT'S_WRIMBLINGS: Wners didya got the white ink, Walt? Circle Supply
Depct?’ '

— -

Bibnota: "Little-Rcasbua¥s Lovers, or a Gruel Revenge'sLaura Jsan Libby
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